How Long Will It Be Until Telemedicine
Reaches Widespread Adoption?
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Forty-seven percent of respondents said the biggest barrier
to telemedicine adoption is the lack of reimbursement for
offering the technology. Meanwhile, 19% of respondents
cited the cost of the technology as the biggest adoption
barrier, while 12% said regulatory limitations are the big-
gest barrier and 7% said the complexity of the technology is
the biggest barrier.

The survey also found that 76% of respondents believe that
telemedicine will improve access to health care. In addition,
11% of respondents said telemedicine will improve the
quality of health care, and 9% said it will improve cost effi-
ciency.

Results are based on an August survey of 417 health IT
professionals.

Source: HIMSS
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Cost Impacts of Telemedicine
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Respondents were asked to identify the specific ways that
telemedicine would reduce healthcare costs. Nearly half of
respondents (41 percent) indicated that telemedicine would
be beneficial as it will allow for home management of
chronic diseases. Slightly more than one quarter of respon-
dents (28 percent) stated that cost benefits will be associ-
ated with general costs of healthcare, such as transportation
costs. Fewer than ten percent of respondents believe that
costs will be impacted through reduced overhead costs,
reduced outpatient consultation costs or decreased length of
stay.
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Over half of the respondents believe that patient in rural/
underserved areas will benefit the most from continued
adoption of telemedicine. Another third believe that patients
with chronic diseases will benefit the most.

Thought you might find this data interesting, but hope-
fully not surprising. I think it reflects the expectations of
the Clever Health project team

believe that the biggest benefit that telemedicine will pro-
vide is improved access to care. An equal number of re-
spondents believe that telemedicine will either improve the
quality of care or improve cost efficiency.

Evaluation of Videoconferencing - we are seeking your opinion
of the videoconferencing network and your experience of using it as
part of our drive to improve the service offered by GRHANet and the
Clever Health project to the health services in the region.

All you need to do is click on the link listed below and it will take you to
a short web based survey.
http://www.cric.com.au/cb_pages/vcsurvey.php

Thank you




